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fact one of the meanest arid foulest, because a tone or
spirit is necessary to morality, and self-respect is needful
to happiness.

Ancient morality, as it has been already remarked, was
essentially national and exclusive. Its creed was that a
man is born not for himself, but for his parents, his
family, and the state. The state was surrounded by
others with which, unless some treaty had been concluded,
it was at war. To do as much good as possible to one's

own state, and as much harm as possible to all other

*

states, was therefore the whole duty of a man. Those
who performed this duty manfully might look for the
protection of the gods who lived in temples built for
them within the walls of the city, and who were feasted
and enriched with the spoils qf other nations. Now this
whole scheme of morality had been overturned by the
Eoman conquests. For they had destroyed the very
principle of nationality both among conquerors and con-
quered. Among the conquered nations, for their gods
had left them, and their freedom, which, as they said
themselves, was half their virtue, and their isolation,
which was the other half, were taken away. Among the
Eomans themselves, for they had been compelled to raise
the conquered to their own level, and they knew not
what to make of their new condition when their own
country no longer required to be defended or enriched,
and there were scarcely any more foreign countries to
be invaded. Yet, their poets thought, they might at
least have occupied themselves with conquering these.
'Shame on you!' says Lucan, 'You turned your arms
agaJhst each other, when you might have been sacking
Babylon'